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Our oyster farm’s a
real labour of love
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THERE is no way of telling
the sex of an oyster by just
looking at the shells. While
oysters have separate
sexes, they may change
sex one or more times dur-
ing their lifespan.
The largest pearl ever
found in an oyster was 620
carats.
In the Caribbean some
oysters can climb up trees.
Baby oysters are called
spats.
There are between 50-100
species of oyster, but only
10-20 are fished or farmed.
It is thought that Casanova
would feast on 50 oysters a
day for breakfast.
The formation of a natural
pearl begins when a foreign
substance slips into the
o y s t e r.
It then covers the irritant
with layers of the same
substance that is used to
create the shell. This even-
tually forms a pearl.
The classic way of serving
oysters is opened, raw on a
bed of cracked ice, decor-
ated with seaweed if you
can obtain it, lemon juice
and tabasco sauce too.
Champagne is the obvious
accompaniment, but any
dry white wine is good, as
is Guinness.
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